Association for Life Sciences Industry

Stay Updated on News and Events in Alberta’s Life
Sciences Scene with BioBuzz!

Welcome to the second August edition of BioBuzz! In this issue, we cover upcoming
events, industry highlights, news, and more. Stay informed about the latest
advancements and opportunities shaping Alberta’s life sciences sector.

Estimated Reading Time: 4 minutes

Industry Highlights

UAlberta and Xanadu Partner to Accelerate Cancer Drug
Discovery Using Quantum Computing

Quantum computing company Xanadu and researchers at the University of Alberta
are joining forces to find better ways to treat cancer using quantum computers. The
research team will build software to quickly test and predict which light-activated
compounds will work best against cancer.

Read more



Innovotech Inc. Launches InnovoTEST™ Hazardous Drug Wipe
Testing Kits

Innovotech Inc. has announced the launch and early market adoption of its
InnovoTEST™ Hazardous Drug Wipe Testing Kits, a Canadian solution designed to
help compounding pharmacies, hospitals, cancer centres, and other healthcare

facilities monitor hazardous drug contamination on workplace surfaces.

Read more

API Facility Reaches Milestone
Applied Pharmaceutical Innovation has reached another milestone toward bringing
the Critical Medicines Production Centre online, completing a factory acceptance test

for a downflow booth used in pharmaceutical manufacturing.

Read more

UCalgary Selected by Government of Canada to Lead Nation’s
First Quantum Defence Innovation Secure Hub

$20.3M investment will accelerate the transition of Canadian quantum tech into
mission-ready capabilities for the Canadian Armed Forces.

Read more

From Discovery to Market: Alberta Life Sciences Companies
Creating Real Value

Alberta is in the midst of a transformation. Alongside the oil sands and the agricultural
industries that have long defined its economy, a new sector is taking shape: a
growing life sciences industry that is converting university research into patented



technologies, commercialized products, and competitive companies with global reach.

Read more
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September 24, 2026
2026 Health and Life Sciences Showcase & Awards Dinner

Get your tickets for HLSS now!

This premier event will bring together industry leaders, innovators, and stakeholders
for a day of insightful discussions, expert panels, and strategic networking, followed
by an evening celebrating excellence in Alberta’s life sciences community at the
Awards Dinner.

Register and read more



Health &
Life Sciences

Industry
Collaboration
Initiative

September 22, 2026
UCalgary Health & Life Sciences Industry Collaboration

Initiative
The UCalgary Health & Life Sciences Industry Collaboration Initiative brings together
startups, SMEs and MNEs, researchers, foundations, and agnostic sectors for a day

of collaboration and exploring new possibilities.

Read more
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September 22-23, 2026
BIONATION 2026

BIOTECanada members, biotechnology leaders, policymakers, elected officials,
investors, and sector partners will come together at the National Arts Centre in
Ottawa for two days of focused discussion about the future of Canadian biotech.



Read more

September 28-29, 2026
NEXT GREAT BIG iDEAS

The NextGreatBigldeas Summit is an annual, national networking event for Canada’s
Life Sciences community. As an independently organized, not-for-profit fundraising
event, we proudly support MacKids—the fundraising arm of Hamilton Health Sciences
Foundation dedicated to McMaster Children’s Hospital.

Read more
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September 29, 2026
Global MedTech Showcase

Showcase your life-saving technology to a global virtual audience. We’re looking for
visionary founders ready to revolutionize healthcare by tackling critical inefficiencies in

the industry.

Read more

Industry Support

Northern and Regional Economic Development Program Now
Open

You are invited to join us to learn more about the Northern and Regional Economic
Development (NRED) Program.



NRED funds initiatives led by Alberta municipalities, Indigenous communities and
non-profit organizations that promote regional economic development and
diversification.

During this session, we will provide information about the NRED program, which is
accepting applications for its fifth intake from August 24, 2026, until 4 pm on
November 19, 2026.

Multiple dates and times available for info sessions.

Read more

$150-million Life Sciences Venture Fund by BDC

Life sciences are a strategic pillar of Canada’s economic resilience, public health, and
long-term competitiveness, yet remain underfunded despite strong performance and
global potential. BDC'’s $150 million Life Sciences Venture Fund is designed to
strengthen Canada’s life sciences ecosystem by addressing critical capital gaps
throughout a company's growth journey.

Read more

BioTalent Canada is Accepting Applications for the Student
Work Placement Program

The Student Work Placement Program (SWPP) is a paid internship/Work-Integrated
Learning (WIL) initiative to provide students on-the-job training to increase their job-
readiness after graduation.

The program gives employers the freedom to:

» Access to support to hire students for a paid internship
» Leverage a pool of workers eager to enhance their skills
» Provide on-the-job experience for young talent

o Develop new talent for future recruitment needs

Read more



BioAdvantage Program by Fisher Scientific

Through the BioAdvantage Program in partnership with BioAlberta, our members gain
access to discount pricing on an extensive catalogue of laboratory and safety
products, backed by customer support.

View all BioAdvantage Program benefits.

For more information, contact Sarah Sarkissian, Industry Director, Clinical, Biotech &
Pharma segments sarah.sarkissian@thermofisher.com
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Avantor® and BioAlberta: Together,
Advancing Scientific Innovation

BioAlberta Program by Avantor



With Avantor® as the convenient purchasing channel, Avantor® provides single-
source access for all the solutions you need to set science in motion. Partnered with
BioAlberta, we have created a highly competitive research and life science program
that offers members exclusive access to contracted pricing from the leading
distributor in life science research

For more information, contact your local sales representative or all our dedicated
customer service line at 1-800-932-5000.

Save fime, reduce

costs, and travel
with ease.
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Let Corporate Traveller Simplify Your Business Travel

Planning your travel for the year ahead? BioAlberta members have exclusive access
to Corporate Traveller’s expertise in managing business travel with ease and
efficiency. Through our partnership, you can streamline your trips, reduce costs, and
enjoy personalized support tailored to the life sciences industry.

Whether you're heading to major industry events like the BIO International
Conference or travelling to expand your business, Corporate Traveller is here to help.

Learn more about Corporate Traveller’s experience with the life sciences
industry or BioAlberta’s membership benefits.




CASTL’s Biolnnovation Scientist (BIS) Program

Canada’s life sciences sector is growing fast, and it needs professionals ready to lead
in biomanufacturing, therapeutic innovation, and drug development. Whether you're a
scientist looking to break into industry or a non-scientist supporting R&D teams, the
CASTL Biolnnovation Scientist (BIS) Program, developed by adMare, offers two
targeted learning pathways to help you thrive.

Read more

Alberta Export Expansion Program

The Alberta Export Expansion Program (AEEP) supports Alberta’s small- and
medium-sized enterprises, industry associations, Indigenous organizations, economic
development organizations that promote Alberta exports through international travel
to formal outbound trade events.

Read more

Call for Proposals: Non-Dilutive Funding Available

VITAL is an accelerator hub in the U.S. Biomedical Advanced Research and
Development Authority (BARDA) Accelerator Network (BAN). The BAN fosters the
growth of the global health security innovation ecosystem by supporting early-stage
companies to overcome their business, marketing, and operational hurdles.

Read the program overview

Read the one-pager
Read more

NIHR Funding Opportunities

The following new funding opportunities are available:



« EME/HTA-Postdoctoral Award: Building clinical trials experience funding

opportunity
¢ Shaping and supporting the health, public health and social care workforce of

the future
e Themed Calls

For more funding opportunities with NIHR click here
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