Association for Life Sciences Industry

Stay Updated on News and Events in Alberta’s Life
Sciences Scene with BioBuzz!

Welcome to the first August edition of BioBuzz! In this issue, we cover upcoming
events, industry highlights, news, and more. Stay informed about the latest
advancements and opportunities shaping Alberta’s life sciences sector.

Estimated Reading Time: 4 minutes

Industry Highlights

Pharmaceutical and Life Sciences Sector Task Force: Report
to the Ministers of Health and Industry

The Pharmaceutical and Life Sciences Sector Task Force was announced by the
Government of Canada on March 18, 2026, with a mandate to explore innovative,
made-in-Canada solutions that enhance competitiveness and long-term growth, to
support reliable and sustainable access to pharmaceutical products in Canada. This
work also contributes to strengthening Canada’s health sovereignty, including
reducing vulnerabilities in supply chains, reinforcing domestic capacity and ensuring
people in Canada can access the medicines they need, when they need them.



Read more

NSERC-Alberta Innovates Advance Grants Now Open for
Applications

The Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) and
Alberta Innovates are happy to announce that eligible researchers can now apply for
the NSERC-Alberta Innovates Advance Grants. This funding opportunity is designed
to accelerate the development of emerging technologies that support Alberta's
innovation and technology priorities and have the potential to generate significant
economic, environmental, health and social benefits for Albertans and Canadians.

Read more

Vaping e-Cigarettes Leads to Early Sighs of Lung Disease in
Young Adults

A product that was introduced as a safer alternative to smoking is causing lung and
cardiovascular damage in young adults, according to new research published by the
University of Alberta.

Read more

Health Canada Authorizes Vaccine Clinical Trial for Ebola
Disease Caused by the Bundibugyo Virus

Health Canada authorized Moderna to move forward with a Phase | clinical trial for its
candidate mRNA vaccine for Ebola disease caused by the Bundibugyo virus. Canada
is the second country to authorize a Phase | clinical trial for a Bundibugyo virus
vaccine candidate after the U.K.

Read more



Upcoming Events

HEALTH AND LIFE SCIENCES
SHOWCASE & AWARDS DINNER

TICKETS NOW
AVAILABLE!

SEPTEMBER 24, 2026
AIRPORT MARRIOTT HOTEL
CALGARY, AB
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September 24, 2026
2026 Health and Life Sciences Showcase & Awards Dinner

Get your tickets for HLSS now!

This premier event will bring together industry leaders, innovators, and stakeholders
for a day of insightful discussions, expert panels, and strategic networking, followed
by an evening celebrating excellence in Alberta’s life sciences community at the
Awards Dinner.

Register and read more

August 19, 2026
GlycoNet Kickstart Program Info Session

GlycoNet is launching a new call for proposals for the Kickstart Program this fall. The
program supports new and early-stage glycomics ventures with up to $100,000 in
investment per project, with the goal of translating academic discoveries into
commercial carbohydrate-based therapeutics, vaccines, and diagnostics.

Join the virtual information session to learn about the program:



Register
Read more

Health &
Life Sciences

Industry
Collaboration
Initiative

September 22, 2026
UCalgary Health & Life Sciences Industry Collaboration

Initiative
The UCalgary Health & Life Sciences Industry Collaboration Initiative brings together
startups, SMEs and MNEs, researchers, foundations, and agnostic sectors for a day

of collaboration and exploring new possibilities.

Read more
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BIONATION 2026

SEPT 22-23, 2026 | OTTAWA, CANADA

September 22-23, 2026
BIONATION 2026



BIOTECanada members, biotechnology leaders, policymakers, elected officials,
investors, and sector partners will come together at the National Arts Centre in
Ottawa for two days of focused discussion about the future of Canadian biotech.

Read more
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GLOBAL MEDTECH SHOWCASE

% SEPTEMBER 29TH 2026 Application Deadline:
VIRTUAL - 11 AM EST August 20th, 2026

Calling all MedTech Innovators!

Showcase your life-saving technology to a global virtual audience. We're
looking for visionary founders ready to revolutionize healthcare by tackling
critical inefficiencies in the industry.

Seeking Medtech Companies (Globally) in:
¢ Medical devices/ Al-powered solutions
¢ Surgical tools
¢ Surgical robotics
¢ Remote patient monitoring

Seed to Series A Stage Preferred
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311CREATIVES (@) .f.,o ObIO )

fl vio EDMONTON
alberta UNLIMITED

September 29, 2026
Global MedTech Showcase

Showcase your life-saving technology to a global virtual audience. We’re looking for
visionary founders ready to revolutionize healthcare by tackling critical inefficiencies in
the industry.

Seed to Series A preferred.

Application deadline: August 20, 2026

Read more



Industry Support

$150-million Life Sciences Venture Fund by BDC

Life sciences are a strategic pillar of Canada’s economic resilience, public health, and
long-term competitiveness, yet remain underfunded despite strong performance and
global potential. BDC’s $150 million Life Sciences Venture Fund is designed to
strengthen Canada’s life sciences ecosystem by addressing critical capital gaps
throughout a company's growth journey.

Read more

BioTalent Canada is Accepting Applications for the Student
Work Placement Program

The Student Work Placement Program (SWPP) is a paid internship/Work-Integrated
Learning (WIL) initiative to provide students on-the-job training to increase their job-
readiness after graduation.

The program gives employers the freedom to:

¢ Access to support to hire students for a paid internship
e Leverage a pool of workers eager to enhance their skills
» Provide on-the-job experience for young talent

o Develop new talent for future recruitment needs

Read more



BioAdvantage Program by Fisher Scientific

Through the BioAdvantage Program in partnership with BioAlberta, our members gain
access to discount pricing on an extensive catalogue of laboratory and safety
products, backed by customer support.

View all BioAdvantage Program benefits.

For more information, contact Sarah Sarkissian, Industry Director, Clinical, Biotech &
Pharma segments sarah.sarkissian@thermofisher.com
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Avantor® and BioAlberta: Together,
Advancing Scientific Innovation

BioAlberta Program by Avantor



With Avantor® as the convenient purchasing channel, Avantor® provides single-
source access for all the solutions you need to set science in motion. Partnered with
BioAlberta, we have created a highly competitive research and life science program
that offers members exclusive access to contracted pricing from the leading
distributor in life science research

For more information, contact your local sales representative or all our dedicated
customer service line at 1-800-932-5000.

Save fime, reduce

costs, and travel
with ease.

CORPORATE
LEARN MORE v TRAVELLER

Let Corporate Traveller Simplify Your Business Travel

Planning your travel for the year ahead? BioAlberta members have exclusive access
to Corporate Traveller’s expertise in managing business travel with ease and
efficiency. Through our partnership, you can streamline your trips, reduce costs, and
enjoy personalized support tailored to the life sciences industry.

Whether you're heading to major industry events like the BIO International
Conference or travelling to expand your business, Corporate Traveller is here to help.

Learn more about Corporate Traveller’s experience with the life sciences
industry or BioAlberta’s membership benefits.




CASTL’s Biolnnovation Scientist (BIS) Program

Canada’s life sciences sector is growing fast, and it needs professionals ready to lead
in biomanufacturing, therapeutic innovation, and drug development. Whether you're a
scientist looking to break into industry or a non-scientist supporting R&D teams, the
CASTL Biolnnovation Scientist (BIS) Program, developed by adMare, offers two
targeted learning pathways to help you thrive.

Read more

Alberta Export Expansion Program

The Alberta Export Expansion Program (AEEP) supports Alberta’s small- and
medium-sized enterprises, industry associations, Indigenous organizations, economic
development organizations that promote Alberta exports through international travel
to formal outbound trade events.

Read more

Call for Proposals: Non-Dilutive Funding Available

VITAL is an accelerator hub in the U.S. Biomedical Advanced Research and
Development Authority (BARDA) Accelerator Network (BAN). The BAN fosters the
growth of the global health security innovation ecosystem by supporting early-stage
companies to overcome their business, marketing, and operational hurdles.

Read the program overview

Read the one-pager
Read more

NIHR Funding Opportunities

The following new funding opportunities are available:



« EME/HTA-Postdoctoral Award: Building clinical trials experience funding

opportunity
¢ Shaping and supporting the health, public health and social care workforce of

the future
¢ Themed Calls

For more funding opportunities with NIHR click here
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